






Did you know that Bloomfield is one of the old-
est remaining townships in Michigan?  Originally it 
was part of a much larger piece of land known as Oak-
land, until 1820 when the southern part of Oakland was 
designated as Bloomfield by Territorial Governor Lew-
is Cass. It included West Bloomfield, Royal Oak, and 
Southfield Township until 1827, when Bloomfield down-
sized to a 36 square mile area township.

In the 1820s, the first 10 pioneers were profession-
als – among them  phy-
sicians, educators, judg-
es, ecologist, surveyor, 
and a builder of a grist-
mill, sawmill and brick 
works.  By 1830, about 

30 families lived in the Township. The first settlement of 
Bloomfield was in what is now the city of Birmingham, 
at a cost of $2.00 per acre, later negotiated to $1.44!  
The township offices remained in Birmingham for about 
100 years.

The village of Birmingham grew in every direction. 
In the 1890s, two farms existed where Westchester is 
today. The M.M. Fisher Farm was 200 acres, boasting a 
modern farmhouse with gas lighting and a bath with hot 
and cold water. Edward Brooks had 160 acres just east 
of there, and specialized in breeding heavy draft horses 
and “gentleman’s thoroughbred roadsters.”

Farms give way to subdivisions. By  1924, the 
Hupp Farm was turning into one of the first subdivi-
sions, Bloomfield Village, the dream of developer Justin 
Bradway, who  acquired land on both sides of Maple, 
including the Red Gate Farm of John Mercier, some of 
what is now Westchester.  Bradway’s real estate book-
let, called “The Bloomfield Trail,” described exclusive 
neighborhoods with every city convenience “for those 
who want to live away from the noise and grime of the 
city, with all Bloomfield Hills advantages, but without 
the responsibilities of a large estate.” His vision was for 
carefully curated homes on large lots, with strict regula-
tions such as no garage doors opening onto the street.

Bradway’s Bloomfield Village had 167 homes by 
1929,  but underwent hard times during the Depression.  
He lost one section south of Maple back to Mercier. 

During this time, Bloomfield Hills incorporated as 
a separate city in 1932,  and Birmingham in 1933, 
leaving just 25 square miles in the Township.  Since 

Bloomfield had only elementary schools, residents paid 
tuition to go to Birmingham’s Baldwin High School.

In the decade from 1940 - 1950, the population 
went from 1771 residents to 3851. Six people ran all 
of the township government – clerks,  building depart-
ment jobs, and even operating the police and fire radio.

Then with the Baby Boom, the population ex-
ploded.  Bloomfield began to attract the “rising and 
rich” executives away from the Grosse Pointes in the 
post-war automotive boom.  By 1970, the population 
was over 42,000, about eleven times higher in just 20 
years, and remains about that today.  

Westchester was part of this boom.  In the 
early 1950s, the farm on the south side of Maple was 
purchased by the Smith-Garling Corp., destined to 
become Westchester Village. At the time, develop-
ers paid approximately $1000 per acre for land, and  
zoning laws then permitted one-half acre develop-
ment per lot.  When Seaholm 
High School was built in 1952, 
it set the stage for Westches-
ter homes to be a success.  A 
nearby church and school were 
envisioned, and advertised to 
those who flocked to see the new home models. The 
land on the corner where Plum Market is now, was 
once the property of the Catholic Diocese of Detroit, 
who quickly sold it in favor of the property that is now 
St Regis, Marian and Brother Rice high schools.  

Sources: excerpts from Bloomfield Blossoms by 
Kay R Smith 1975, and The Book of Birmingham, 
by Jervis Bell McMechan 1976, and John Marshall, 
Bloomfield Historical Society. 
www.bloomfieldhistoricalsociety.org

First in a series on the history of Westchester.  
If you have any info, or want to share your experi-

ences as a long-time resident, we’d love to hear from 
you! Contact Marilyn Beckham 248/644-2448
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